Geography

Assessment criteria for Coursework and Examination Essays 
Coursework and examination essays are marked against similar criteria, the only difference being expectations regarding presentation.  

Overall, the criteria used to arrive at marks reflect the ability of students to:

1. respond to the specific question 
2. structure an argument

3. think independently

4. support an argument with reference to different literature and examples

5. evaluate different kinds of evidence

6. undertake independent study of the topic in question

7. communicate effectively in writing 

8. produce a well presented piece of work (grammar, spelling, punctuation, organisation and structure)

Criteria No. 8 is only applicable for coursework.  However, students should make every effort to make their examination scripts legible and coherent, as incomprehensible sections cannot be regarded by the examiners and may result in loss of marks.  
	90-100
	97
	An exemplary piece of work scoring maximum marks for each of the 8 criteria above.  Clear evidence of substantial scholarship and originality.  

	
	93
	Outstanding, offering significant insight into the question and evidence of wide reading beyond the module references.  Sharp incisive argument, polished and fluent writing.  Not perfect but nearly as good as can be expected at this academic level.

	80-89
	87
	Excellent work scoring highly on each of the 8 criteria.  Wholly relevant and well-argued, abundant evidence of independent reading and thinking.  Polished and fluent writing.

	
	83
	Excellent piece of work.  Well-written, providing high quality reasoning, organisation, factual content and presentation.  Evidence of wide reading.

	70-79
	78
	Very good work scoring highly on most of the 8 criteria.  Well-structured and clearly written demonstrating confident use of evidence from a wide range of sources.  Arrives at sound and coherently argued conclusions.

	
	75
	Very good work scoring highly on most of the above criteria.  Confident and well-organised coverage of both major and minor points.  Good use of examples and demonstrated reading beyond course reading lists.  

	
	72
	Very good work.  Well organised and lucid cover of both the major and minor points.  Confident use of evidence, examples and appropriate references.  Comes to sound conclusions.  May lack some of the polish or fluency of the higher scoring answers.

	60-69
	68
	A good answer that is generally well-organised and shows evidence of reading.  Essay hangs together well and contains sound reasoning and relevant examples although some subtle points may be missed.  Demonstrates ability to manipulate evidence.

	
	65
	A relevant answer covering most of the points expected but a range of more subtle points may be missed.  Generally well written but may score less well on one of two criteria.  Some evidence of reading but a tendency to rely on a limited number of sources.

	
	62
	Answers the question and employs a narrow range of evidence appropriately.  Scores well on the majority of the 8 criteria.  Some major points may have been less well addressed or the essay is slightly unbalanced.

	Any essay that fails to include reference material beyond the module text (or essential reading list) and/or a coursework essay that fails to provide a properly formatted reference list can only attain a maximum mark of 59, regardless of content.

	50-59
	58
	Grasps main issues and shows knowledge of appropriate course material.  Reasonably structured and can generally distinguish between relevant and irrelevant information.  Little evidence of reading beyond lectures and seminars and/or inappropriate use of literature.

	
	55
	Grasps main issues and shows knowledge of some appropriate course material.  No evidence of reading beyond lectures and seminars and/or inappropriate use of literature.  Answer may be weakened by inappropriate structure and quality of writing.  

	
	52
	Clear signs that most of the basic issues are understood but use of relevant information is thin and there is no enrichment of course material with additional reading.  Quality of writing often inconsistent and irrelevant material may be included.  

	40-49
	48
	Issue is partially addressed but there are still significant gaps in knowledge.  Little critical thought, lines of argument and conclusions are superficial, issues are seen in isolation with no attempt to relate them to a broader framework.

	
	45
	Issue is only partially addressed and there are significant gaps in knowledge.  Superficial analyses, largely descriptive.  There will be few signs of reading and/or a tendency to wander of on tangents.  

	
	42
	Issue is partially addressed but there are substantial gaps in knowledge and understanding.  Regurgitation of basic course material and may include irrelevant material.  Writing is descriptive rather than analytical.

	
	40
	Work that meets the assessment criteria to pass but either is submitted up to one week after the deadline without previous agreement for an extension or is submitted as referred work to make good a previous failure.

	Fail

	30-39
	37
	Work narrowly, but clearly, fails to be acceptable.  A limited awareness of the requirements with major gaps in knowledge and partial or limited understanding.  Often poorly structured and/or poorly written.  Little or no appropriate use of literature.

	
	33
	Work is unacceptable and fails on several of the 8 criteria.  Very limited understanding, factually incorrect or faulty reasoning.  This mark may occasionally be given if a student has answered a different question to the one set or drifted substantially from the objectives of the assignment, but nevertheless demonstrates some knowledge of relevance.

	An essay that does not explicitly address the assignment set can only attain a maximum mark of 29, regardless of its content and structure.

	
	25
	Little evidence of understanding, most/all factual material is very thin and/or incorrect.  Achieves few of the learning outcomes and fails on the majority of the 8 criteria.

	
	15
	Unacceptable work with no or extremely limited evidence of relevant knowledge or understanding.  May be incomplete.  Does not answer the question, structure barely discernable.  No appropriate use of literature

	
	5
	No evidence of any relevant knowledge or understanding, achieves few, if any of the learning outcomes and fails on criteria 1-8.

	
	0
	No attempt or work that has been submitted after the advertised deadline without required notification.


